
English Grammar: to have something done

The structure “to have something done” is used when another person does a service for us. We 
live in a busy world and don't have the time (or skills) to do all the things that we need to do. So we 
have an extensive service industry to help us to do things. When we pay someone to do 
something for us, we must use a specific language structure to talk about it.

If we say: I washed my car
I cut my hair
I did my nails
We painted our house
They will renovate their house
He fixed his car

... it means that we did/do/will do these things ourselves!

If we pay somebody to do a service for us, we need to say:

“to have (something) done/washed/cut/painted/renovated/fixed/etc.” (past participle)

Examples:
1. I washed my car.

I had my car washed. (I paid someone to wash my car)
2. I cut my hair every month.

I have my hair cut every month. (I pay someone to cut my hair every month)
3. I did my nails.

I had my nails done. (I paid someone to do my nails)
4. We painted our house.

We had our house painted. (We paid someone to paint our house)
5. They will renovate their house.

They will have their house renovated. (They will pay someone to renovate their house)
6. He fixed his car.

He had his car fixed. (He paid someone to fix his car)

More   examples  :

 We didn't want to cook so we had a pizza delivered.
 I’m going to have my car washed tomorrow – it’s filthy!
 I need to have my TV fixed, because it’s broken.
 The hotel has its windows cleaned regularly.
 John and Alice had their roof replaced last year.

Informal English: We can use 'get' instead of 'have':

 We didn't want to cook so we got a pizza delivered.
 I’m going to get my car washed tomorrow – it’s filthy!
 I need to get my TV fixed, because it’s broken.
 The hotel gets its windows cleaned regularly.
 John and Alice got their roof replaced last year.



Verb Tenses:
 Past simple: I had my car washed yesterday.
 Present simple: I have my car washed every week.
 Present continuous: I am having my car washed at the moment.
 Future simple: I will have my car washed tomorrow.

or: I am going to have my car washed tomorrow.
 Present Perfect: I have had my car washed many times.

I have had my car fixed.
I have had my house painted.
I have had my nails done.
I have had my hair dyed.

Questions:
 Did you have your car washed yesterday?

 When did you have your car washed?

 Where can I have my car washed?

 Will you have your car washed tomorrow?

 Are you having your car washed at the moment?

Vocabulary (services):

 A TV repair shop is where you have your TV fixed.

 A barber is where you have your beard trimmed.

 A hospital is where you have your health problem cured.

 A pet shop is where you have your dog washed.

 A gas station is where you have your car filled.

 A laundry is where you have your suit cleaned.

 A hairdresser is where you have your hair styled.

 An optician is where you have your eyes checked.

 A workshop is where you have your car fixed.

Bad events

We can also use the same structure when someone does something bad to us:

 Jenny had her car stolen. (Somebody stole her car.)

 I had my nose broken in a fight. (Somebody broke my nose.)

 I had my bank account hacked recently. (Somebody hacked my account.)

 She often has her passwords stolen, because they’re easy to guess. (Somebody hacks her 

computer account because she doesn’t use secure passwords.)

Suggested videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEjKnvoY-tE (4 mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z960ck7wBBs   (01:08 – 05:35)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEjKnvoY-tE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z960ck7wBBs


Exercise. Change these sentences to the “have” form:

Example: I’m going to check my cholesterol.

 I’m going to have my cholesterol checked.

1) I will paint my nails tomorrow.

______________________________________________.

2) We delivered a new sofa yesterday.

___________________________________________.

3) We clean our house every week.

______________________________________________.

4) I walk my dogs every weekend.

______________________________________________.

5) She trains her employees every month.

______________________________________________.

6) They castrated their cat last week.

______________________________________________.

7) He will amputate his leg.

______________________________________________.

8) I dyed my hair yesterday.

______________________________________________.

9) They put down their dog last weekend.

______________________________________________.

10) We have fixed our car.

______________________________________________.


